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The curious reader who chances on this volume may well wonder why a book that has been out of print for
nearly forty years is being republished; and what is more, re-published in its original form, without any
attempt at revision. Part of the answer is to be found in the introductory commentary by Lois in its potential
interest as an “historical artifact” and there would also have been considerable obstacles to overcome if this
work really was to be brought up-to-date. In lieu of any revision, that the original text is accompanied by a
contemporary commentary to bridge the intervening years. I can see all too clearly the unconscious
omissions, logical difficulties and weaknesses of argument that evaded me at the time and, I note, some of
the book’s reviewers. I should perhaps stress that the reason I did not continue to pursue an interest in the
study of irreligion after 1972 was not because my colleagues in the profession failed to share my enthusiasm
for this field of study. Rather it was due to a growing belief on my part – one I still hold – that phenomena
such as religion and irreligion cannot be properly understood except in their larger socio-cultural context, a
context that is necessarily both diachronic and synchronic in nature. In other words, that such phenomena
need to be examined in terms of both their historical context (something I had already attempted) and their
current socio-cultural systemic context (something I had not). So it was that, in the years after the publication
of this work, I turned more and more to the study of the larger Western cultural system of which these
phenomena were components. . This change of focus did not mean that I lost all interest in the sociology of
irreligion, for my youthful enthusiasm for the topic meant that the subject still held a fascination for me. It
was merely that it had ceased to be the focus of my research. Consequently, whatever the reason is for the
current and long-overdue upsurge of academic interest in atheism, secularity and non-religion, I am naturally
delighted that it has happened, and especially grateful to Lois Lee and Stephen Bullivant for their part in
enabling this process through their far-sighted initiative in launching the Non-Religion and Secularity
Research Network (NSRN).
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hill:

Typically the book Toward A Sociology of Irreligion will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Toward A Sociology of Irreligion is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Concepcion Bass:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Toward A Sociology of
Irreligion that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick Toward A Sociology of Irreligion become your personal starter.

Paul Horn:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Toward A Sociology of Irreligion provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Shirley Drago:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Toward A Sociology of Irreligion was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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