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Where does perversion begin? Who is perverse? Ever since the word first appeared in the Middle Ages,
anyone who delights in evil and in the destruction of the self or others has been described as 'perverse'. But
while the experience of perversion is universal, every era has seen it and dealt with it in its own way. The
history of perversion in the West is told here through a study of great emblematic figures of the perverse -
Gilles de Rais, the mystical saints and the flagellants in the middle ages, the Marquis de Sade in the
eighteenth century, the masturbating child, the male homosexual and the hysterical woman nineteenth
century, Nazism in the twentieth century, and the complementary figures of the paedophile and the terrorist
in the twenty-first. The perverse are rarely talked about and when they are it is usually only to be
condemned. They are commonly viewed as monstrous and cruel, as something alien to the very nature of
being human. And yet, perversion can also attest to creativity and self-transcendence, to the refusal of
individuals to submit to the rules and prohibitions that govern human life. Perversion fascinates us precisely
because it can be both abject and sublime. Whether they are sublime because they turn to art or mysticism, or
abject because they surrender to their murderous impulses, the perverse are part of us because they exhibit
something that we always conceal: our own negativity and our dark side.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

The ability that you get from Our Dark Side: A History of Perversion is a more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Our Dark Side: A History of Perversion giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Our Dark Side: A History of
Perversion instantly.

Diane Russel:

This book untitled Our Dark Side: A History of Perversion to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Latonya Sams:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Our
Dark Side: A History of Perversion, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Robert Journey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Our Dark Side: A History of Perversion can give you a lot of
close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Our Dark Side: A History of Perversion.
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