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If the US continues with its current policies, the next decades will be marked by war, economic collapse, and
environmental catastrophe. Resource depletion and population pressures are about to catch up with us, and
no one is prepared. The political elites, especially in the US, are incapable of dealing with the situation and
have in mind a punishing game of “Last One Standing.”

The alternative is “Powerdown,” a strategy that will require tremendous effort and economic sacrifice in
order to reduce per-capita resource usage in wealthy countries, develop alternative energy sources, distribute
resources more equitably, and reduce the human population humanely but systematically over time. While
civil society organizations push for a mild version of this, the vast majority of the world’s people are in the
dark, not understanding the challenges ahead, nor the options realistically available.

Powerdown speaks frankly to these dilemmas. Avoiding cynicism and despair, it begins with an overview of
the likely impacts of oil and natural gas depletion and then outlines four options for industrial societies
during the next decades:

Last One Standing: the path of competition for remaining resources;
Powerdown: the path of cooperation, conservation and sharing;
Waiting for a Magic Elixir: wishful thinking, false hopes, and denial;
Building Lifeboats: the path of community solidarity and preservation.

Finally, the book explores how three important groups within global society—the power elites, the
opposition to the elites (the antiwar and antiglobalization movements, et al: the “Other Superpower”), and
ordinary people—are likely to respond to these four options. Timely, accessible and eloquent, Powerdown is
crucial reading for our times.

Richard Heinberg is an award-winning author of five previous books, including The Party’s Over: Oil, War
and the Fate of Industrial Societies. A member of the Core Faculty of New College of California, he lives in
Santa Rosa, California.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Wheat:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Powerdown:
Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Katherine Contreras:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Powerdown:
Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Marilyn Calhoun:

The reserve with title Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World has a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Elizabeth Sherer:

This Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World is great book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt this?
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