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Welcome to the world of that archetypal American, Reuben Lucius Goldberg, the dean of American
cartoonists for most of the twentieth century. For more than sixty-five years, Rube Goldberg's syndicated
cartoons -- he produced more than fifty strips -- appeared in as many as a thousand newspapers annually He
was earning a hundred thousand dollars a year...in 1915. He wrote hit songs and stories and was, in
succession, a star in vaudeville, motion pictures, newsreels, radio, and, finally, television.

He even, at the age of eighty, began an entirely new career as a sculptor, and, in inimitable Goldberg fashion,
was soon selling his work to galleries, collectors, and museums all over the world. Sure, Rube won the
Pulitzer Prize. Every year some cartoonist wins the Pulitzer Prize. But the National Cartoonists Society
named its award -- the Reuben -- after you-know-who.

But it was Rube's "Inventions," those drawings of intricate and whimsical machines, that earned Rube his
very own entry in Webster's New World Dictionary: Rube Goldberg...adjective...Designating any very
complicated invention, machine, scheme, etc. laboriously contrived to perform a seemingly simple
operation.

"Inventions," even the earliest ones that date from 1914, are still being republished and recycled today as
they have been over the last eighty-five years. New generations rediscover and enjoy them every day, even
though their creator cleaned his pens, put the cap on his bottle of Higgins Black India Ink, and cleared his
drawing board for the last time almost thirty years ago. The inventions inspired the National Rube
Goldberg™ Machine Contest, held annually at Purdue University, an "Olympics of complexity" in which
hundreds of engineering students from American universities and colleges -- and even middle and high
schools -- compete to build and run Rube Goldberg invention machines that perform, in twenty or more
steps, the annual challenge.

In 1970 the Smithsonian Institution hosted a show honoring Rube Goldberg's lifework. In a life filled with
superlatives, it hardly needs mentioning that Rube is the only living cartoonist and humorist to have been so
honored. In his speech at the show's opening, Rube said, "Many of the younger generation know my name in
a vague way and connect it with grotesque inventions, but don't believe that I ever existed as a person. They
think I am a nonperson, just a name that signifies a tangled web of pipes or wires or strings that suggest
machinery. My name to them is like spiral staircase, veal cutlets, barber's itch -- terms that give you an
immediate picture of what they mean..."

So welcome to a collection of spiral staircases and veal cutlets -- to the inventions of an American original, a
creative genius named Rube Goldberg.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Rube Goldberg: Inventions!. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Rube Goldberg:
Inventions!. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Christina Bain:

Rube Goldberg: Inventions! can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Rube Goldberg: Inventions! however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Rebecca Dryden:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Rube Goldberg: Inventions! can be your answer as it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Gloria Todd:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is identified as of book Rube Goldberg: Inventions!. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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