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This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-military clashes
during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition, looking at events
that shed light on civilian authority over the military, as well as the far reaching impact of political ambition
during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency). By 1848, Americans
had come to realize that in their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the
temptation to use war for partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.

The Mexican War is known for the invaluable experience it provided to future Civil War officers and as an
example of America's drive to fulfill her Manifest Destiny. Yet it was more than a training ground, more than
a display of imperialism. Significantly, the Mexican War tested civilian control of the military and
challenged traditional assumptions about the role of the army in American society. In so doing, it revealed
the degree to which, by 1846, the harsh partisanships of the Jacksonian Era had impacted the American
approach to war. This is not another chronological retelling of the Mexican War. Instead, it examines civil-
military clashes during the war in light of Jacksonian politics and the American citizen-soldier tradition,
looking both at events that shed light on civilian authority over the military and at the far reaching impact of
political ambition during this period (specifically, presidential power and the quest for the presidency).

In addition to politics, a host of others factors marred civil-military relations during the war, threatening U.S.
victory. These included atrocities committed by Americans against Mexicans, disobedient officers, and
inefficient U.S. military governors. In the end, as Manifest Ambition shows, Polk's ability to overcome his
partisan leanings, his micro-management of the war effort, and his overall strategic vision, helped avoid both
a prolonged occupation and the annexation of All Mexico. By 1848, Americans had come to realize that in
their burgeoning democracy, generals and politicians could scarcely resist the temptation to use war for
partisan gain. It was a lesson well learned and one that still resonates today.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Watson:

The book Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War
and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and
Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and
Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Parker:

This Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in
Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in
Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military
Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) can bring when you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during
the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations) having good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Charles Collier:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and
Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations), you
may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



Nicole Montes:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Manifest Ambition: James K. Polk and Civil-Military Relations during the Mexican War (In
War and in Peace: U.S. Civil-Military Relations). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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