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Master's Thesis from the year 2013 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,1, University of Duisburg-Essen (Department of Anglophone Studies), course: American Studies,
language: English, abstract: Los Angeles, the Californian megalopolis, is famous for its sunny weather, for
the Hollywood film studios and for being the residence of the rich and beautiful. And although - or, precisely
because - all this is more illusion than reality, the city frequently serves as setting for various pieces of
fiction. However, Los Angeles does not only play a huge role in the media, but since lately also in the realm
of urban studies. Having long been a kind of 'outsider' in the field, it is now regarded as a prototypical
example for urban development by the L.A. School. In this context, its image is less sunny and positive, but
reveals a deep-rooted racism against Latin-American immigrants in combination with a fortress mentality on
the part of its white population as well as a unique urban ecology, in which natural catastrophes seem to be
regular occurrences. This paper now intends to outline the significance of Los Angeles in urban studies and
trace the thereby acquired findings in a fictional representation of the city: T.C. Boyle's novel "The Tortilla
Curtain". In the process, it is shown how urban conditions, racism and nature, especially in the form of
ecological disasters, intersect and influence each other. All in all, this work brings together urban studies and
fiction. Thereby, it examines how "The Tortilla Curtain", as a fictitious representation of Los Angeles, partly
reflects the reality of the metropolis as well as urban theory. In this sense, it is concluded that fiction can be
an important account of urban problems and their possible solutions and that "The Tortilla Curtain" has
therefore a social and a political message.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Smith:

Here thing why this particular T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain" are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain" giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with T.C. Boyle's
"The Tortilla Curtain". It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain" in e-book can be your alternate.

Kenneth Leishman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this T.C. Boyle's "The
Tortilla Curtain", you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

Jason Faria:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain" or even others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping
them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes T.C. Boyle's
"The Tortilla Curtain" to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mae Marks:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain" we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this time book T.C. Boyle's "The Tortilla Curtain". You can more
desirable than now.
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