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By the end of the 1980s, the "malaise" that had once pervaded American society was replaced by a renewed
sense of confidence and national purpose. However, beneath this veneer of optimism was a nation
confronting the effects of massive federal deficits, a reckless foreign policy, AIDS, homelessness, and a
growing "cultural war."

In Transforming America, renowned historian Robert Collins examines the decade's critical and
controversial developments and the unmistakable influence of Ronald Reagan. Moving beyond conventional
depictions that either demonize or sanctify Reagan, Collins offers fresh insights into his thought and
influence. He portrays Reagan as a complex political figure who combined ideological conservatism with
political pragmatism to achieve many of his policy aims. Collins demonstrates how Reagan's policies helped
to limit the scope of government, control inflation, reduce the threat of nuclear war, and defeat communism.
Collins also shows how the simultaneous ascendancy of the right in politics and the left in culture created a
divisive legacy.

The 1980s witnessed other changes, including the advent of the personal computer, a revolution in
information technology, a more globalized national economy, and a restructuring of the American
corporation. In the realm of culture, the creation of MTV, the popularity of self-help gurus, and the rise of
postmodernism in American universities were the realization of the cultural shifts of the postwar era. These
developments, Collins suggests, created a conflict in American society that continues today, pitting cultural
conservatism against a secular and multicultural view of the world.

Entertaining and erudite, Transforming America explores the events, movements, and ideas that defined a
turbulent decade and profoundly changed the shape and direction of American culture and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Flora:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Transforming America:
Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jose Pina:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Transforming America: Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Transforming America: Politics and
Culture During the Reagan Years giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jordan Moore:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Transforming America: Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years offer you a new experience in looking
at a book.

Joan Munoz:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Transforming America: Politics and Culture During the Reagan Years we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
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