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 Russell P. Strange "Book of the Year" Award from the Illinois State Historical Society, 2012.

On the eve of the War of 1812, the Illinois Territory was a new land of bright promise. Split off from Indiana
Territory in 1809, the new territory ran from the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers north to the U.S.
border with Canada, embracing the current states of Illinois, Wisconsin, and a part of Michigan. The extreme
southern part of the region was rich in timber, but the dominant feature of the landscape was the vast tall
grass prairie that stretched without major interruption from Lake Michigan for more than three hundred miles
to the south. The territory was largely inhabited by Indians: Sauk, Potawatomi, Kickapoo, and others. By
1812, however, pioneer farmers had gathered in the wooded fringes around prime agricultural land, looking
out over the prairies with longing and trepidation.
 
Six years later, a populous Illinois was confident enough to seek and receive admission as a state in the
Union. What had intervened was the War of 1812, in which white settlers faced both Indians resistant to their
encroachments and British forces poised to seize control of the upper Mississippi and Great Lakes. The war
ultimately broke the power and morale of the Indian tribes and deprived them of the support of their ally,
Great Britain. Sometimes led by skillful tacticians, at other times by blundering looters who got lost in the
tall grass, the combatants showed each other little mercy. Until and even after the war was concluded by the
Treaty of Ghent in 1814, there were massacres by both sides, laying the groundwork for later betrayal of
friendly and hostile tribes alike and for ultimate expulsion of the Indians from the new state of Illinois.
 
In this engrossing new history, published upon the war's bicentennial, Gillum Ferguson underlines the crucial
importance of the War of 1812 in the development of Illinois as a state. The history of Illinois in the War of
1812 has never before been told with so much attention to the personalities who fought it, the events that
defined it, and its lasting consequences.
 
Endorsed by the Illinois Society of the War of 1812 and the Illinois War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission.
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From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

The guide untitled Illinois in the War of 1812 is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Illinois
in the War of 1812 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

John Ferguson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Illinois in the War of 1812 is simple to
create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Loren Velasco:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Illinois in the War of 1812.

Debra Durso:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Illinois in the War of 1812 when you desired it?
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