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This book argues that the Constitution has a dual nature. The first aspect, on which legal scholars have
focused, is the degree to which the Constitution acts as a binding set of rules that can be neutrally interpreted
and externally enforced by the courts against government actors. This is the process of constitutional
interpretation. But according to Keith Whittington, the Constitution also permeates politics itself, to guide
and constrain political actors in the very process of making public policy. In so doing, it is also dependent on
political actors, both to formulate authoritative constitutional requirements and to enforce those fundamental
settlements in the future. Whittington characterizes this process, by which constitutional meaning is shaped
within politics at the same time that politics is shaped by the Constitution, as one of construction as opposed
to interpretation.

Whittington goes on to argue that ambiguities in the constitutional text and changes in the political situation
push political actors to construct their own constitutional understanding. The construction of constitutional
meaning is a necessary part of the political process and a regular part of our nation's history, how a
democracy lives with a written constitution. The Constitution both binds and empowers government
officials. Whittington develops his argument through intensive analysis of four important cases: the
impeachments of Justice Samuel Chase and President Andrew Johnson, the nullification crisis, and reforms
of presidential-congressional relations during the Nixon presidency.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Wilkins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Constitutional Construction: Divided
Powers and Constitutional Meaning. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Greta Rivera:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Constitutional Construction: Divided Powers
and Constitutional Meaning ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Constitutional Construction: Divided
Powers and Constitutional Meaning is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Constitutional Construction: Divided Powers and Constitutional
Meaning. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Blanche Dobos:

The guide with title Constitutional Construction: Divided Powers and Constitutional Meaning posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Glenn Herrera:

The particular book Constitutional Construction: Divided Powers and Constitutional Meaning has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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