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The simple yet grand language of the King James Bible has pervaded American culture from the beginning--
and its powerful eloquence continues to be felt even today. In this book, acclaimed biblical translator and
literary critic Robert Alter traces some of the fascinating ways that American novelists--from Melville,
Hemingway, and Faulkner to Bellow, Marilynne Robinson, and Cormac McCarthy--have drawn on the rich
stylistic resources of the canonical English Bible to fashion their own strongly resonant styles and distinctive
visions of reality. Showing the radically different manners in which the words, idioms, syntax, and cadences
of this Bible are woven into Moby-Dick, Absalom, Absalom!, The Sun Also Rises, Seize the Day, Gilead, and
The Road, Alter reveals the wide variety of stylistic and imaginative possibilities that American novelists
have found in Scripture. At the same time, Alter demonstrates the importance of looking closely at the style
of literary works, making the case that style is not merely an aesthetic phenomenon but is the very medium
through which writers conceive their worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James
Bible. Try to the actual book Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible as your pal. It means
that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

George Hyler:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Travis Mahon:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Pen of Iron:
American Prose and the King James Bible, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Aurora Ammon:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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