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ZOOT SUIT (n.): the ultimate in clothes. The only totally and truly American civilian suit.
—Cab Calloway, The Hepster's Dictionary, 1944

Before the fashion statements of hippies, punks, or hip-hop, there was the zoot suit, a striking urban look of
the World War II era that captivated the imagination. Created by poor African American men and obscure
tailors, the "drape shape" was embraced by Mexican American pachucos, working-class youth, entertainers,
and swing dancers, yet condemned by the U.S. government as wasteful and unpatriotic in a time of war. The
fashion became notorious when it appeared to trigger violence and disorder in Los Angeles in 1943—events
forever known as the "zoot suit riot." In its wake, social scientists, psychiatrists, journalists, and politicians
all tried to explain the riddle of the zoot suit, transforming it into a multifaceted symbol: to some, a sign of
social deviance and psychological disturbance, to others, a gesture of resistance against racial prejudice and
discrimination. As controversy swirled at home, young men in other places—French zazous, South African
tsotsi, Trinidadian saga boys, and Russian stiliagi—made the American zoot suit their own.

In Zoot Suit, historian Kathy Peiss explores this extreme fashion and its mysterious career during World War
II and after, as it spread from Harlem across the United States and around the world. She traces the unfolding
history of this style and its importance to the youth who adopted it as their uniform, and at the same time
considers the way public figures, experts, political activists, and historians have interpreted it. This outré
style was a turning point in the way we understand the meaning of clothing as an expression of social
conditions and power relations. Zoot Suit offers a new perspective on youth culture and the politics of style,
tracing the seam between fashion and social action.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dickens:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donald Cauley:

The book Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Dolores Wade:

Precisely why? Because this Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Ruth Hill:

This Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten



or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt in which?
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