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In the wake of national crises and sharp shifts in the electorate, new members of Congress march off to
Washington full of intense idealism and the desire for instant change—but often lacking in any sense of
proportion or patience. This drive for instant political gratification concerned one of the key Founders, James
Madison, who accepted the inevitability of majority rule but worried that an inflamed majority might not rule
reasonably.

Greg Weiner challenges longstanding suppositions that Madison harbored misgivings about majority rule,
arguing instead that he viewed constitutional institutions as delaying mechanisms to postpone decisions until
after public passions had cooled and reason took hold. In effect, Madison believed that one of the
Constitution's primary functions is to act as a metronome, regulating the tempo of American politics.

Weiner calls this implicit doctrine "temporal republicanism" to emphasize both its compatibility with and its
contrast to other interpretations of the Founders' thought. Like civic republicanism, the "temporal" variety
embodies a set of values—public-spiritedness, respect for the rights of others-broader than the technical
device of majority rule. Exploring this fundamental idea of time-seasoned majority rule across the entire
range of Madison's long career, Weiner shows that it did not substantially change over the course of his life.
He presents Madison's understanding of internal constitutional checks and his famous "extended republic"
argument as different and complementary mechanisms for improving majority rule by slowing it down, not
blocking it. And he reveals that the changes we see in Madison's views of majority rule arise largely from his
evolving beliefs about who, exactly, was behaving impulsively—whether abusive majorities in the 1780s,
the Adams regime in the 1790s, the nullifiers in the 1820s. Yet there is no evidence that Madison's
underlying beliefs about either majority rule or the distorting and transient nature of passions ever swayed.

If patience was a fact of life in Madison's day—a time when communication and travel were slow—it surely
is much harder to cultivate in the age of the Internet, 24-hour news, and politics based on instant
gratification. While many of today's politicians seem to wed supreme impatience with an avowed devotion to
original constitutional principles, Madison's Metronome suggests that one of our nation's great luminaries
would likely view that marriage with caution.
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From reader reviews:

Milford Garrett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule,
and the Tempo of American Politics (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Try to make
the book Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jason Manuel:

The book Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open up and read a publication Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of
American Politics (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ross Turner:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Madison's Metronome: The
Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics (American Political Thought (University
Press of Kansas)). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Joyce Martinez:

This Madison's Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is great e-book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every



minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Madison's
Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?
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