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As one of the first American photographers to set foot on Japanese soil at the end of World War II--even
before Japan had officially surrendered--John Swope experienced and recorded a critical, peculiar and fragile
moment in the history of the East and of a war-torn world. His powerful photo essay is complemented here,
as he had hoped it would be one day, by excerpts from the 144-page letter he wrote to his wife, the actress
Dorothy McGuire, during the three weeks he spent traveling with an elite team of Edward Steichen Naval
photographers tapped to document the release of Allied prisoners of war. Swope went far beyond his official
duties to convey the impact of World War II on the local population and the land, as well as the freed
soldiers. Having visited Japan 15 years before, as a young man, he had a better sense than some of his
colleagues of just what had been destroyed, and he struggled with it. His letter describes both his experiences
and his emotional reactions to all that he saw; his photographs, together with those words, convey a
poignant, highly personal view of this world in limbo, expressing a great sense of humanity and a profound
sensitivity for the people on both sides of the conflict. A Letter from Japan presents 114 color plates, some of
which, by way of contrast and background, cover Swope's work as a Hollywood photographer, his Life
magazine career and his international travels from the 1930s to the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Ellis:

The book untitled A Letter from Japan: The Photographs of John Swope contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
read.

Mohammad Darling:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Letter from Japan: The
Photographs of John Swope can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Michael Slay:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Letter from Japan: The Photographs of John
Swope was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Letter from Japan:
The Photographs of John Swope has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.

Joel Padilla:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra A Letter from
Japan: The Photographs of John Swope.
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