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Dizzy Gillespie has secured his place in the jazz pantheon as one of the most expressive and virtuosic
improvisers in the history of music. But he was much more than that. As one of the primary creators of the
bebop and Afro-Cuban revolutions, he twice fundamentally changed the way jazz improvisation was done.
And he later extended his revolutionary reach by transforming the aesthetic of big band jazz.

This vivid biography chronicles Dizzy's saga from the lowest rung on the American social and political
ladder to the highest. Born black in fiercely racist Cheraw, South Carolina, in 1917, Dizzy combined great
energy, a furious drive to succeed, and a one-in-a-million talent to climb quickly out of rural poverty to a role
among the Swing Era jazz elite before his twenty-first birthday.

Author Donald L. Maggin shows how, with bebop during the late 1930s and early 1940s, Dizzy and four
colleagues -- Charlie Parker, Kenny Clarke, Thelonious Monk, and Charlie Christian -- radically expanded
the rhythmic and harmonic foundations of jazz. And he illustrates how Dizzy and Mario Bauzá recast the
music duing the late 1940s by enriching it with invigorating and exciting Afro-Cuban polyrhythms. He also
relates how Dizzy and his colleagues endured a torrent of criticism before their innovations were accepted
into the mainstream.

Dizzy's story takes us on the road with the great Calloway, Hines, and Eckstine bands and to Cheraw's cotton
fields, Harlem's afterhours clubs, the teeming 1940s Fifty-second Street jazz scene, the rhythmic barrios of
Havana, Rio's samba festivals, the White House, and the world's great concert halls as Dizzy teamed up with
prodigious talents to make great music during a career spanning fifty-five years. It also records his spiritual
growth over the decades and the intense love he earned from those close to him.

As an entertainer Dizzy combined his electrifying musicianship with an infectious warmth and rare comedic
skills, becoming beloved worldwide and achieving a popularity that few jazz musicians have ever enjoyed.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks
Gillespie to read.

Sharon Bedgood:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Bernice Mignone:

You may get this Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.

Cara Shaver:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie we can take more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Dizzy: The Life
and Times of John Birks Gillespie. You can more desirable than now.
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