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With the discipline of a surgeon performing a critical operation, acclaimed storyteller Harry Mark Petrakis
strips away layers of his nine decades of life to expose the blood and bone of a human being in his third
memoir and twenty-fifth book, Song of My Life. Petrakis is unsparing in exposing his own flaws, from a
youthful gambling addiction, to the enormous lie of his military draft, to a midlife suicidal depression. Yet he
is compassionate in depicting the foibles of others around him. Petrakis writes with love about his parents
and five siblings, with nostalgia as he describes the Greek neighborhoods and cramped Chicago apartments
of his childhood, and with deep affection for his wife and sons as he recalls with candor, comedy, and charity
a writer's long, fully-lived life.

Petrakis recounts the near-fatal childhood illness, which confined him to bed for two years and, through
hours of reading during the day and night, nurtured his imagination and compulsion toward storytelling. A
high school dropout, Petrakis also recalls his work journey in the steel mills, railroad depots, and shabby
diners of the city. There is farce and comedy in the pages as he describes the intricate framework of lies that
drove his courtship of Diana, who has been his wife of sixty-nine loving years. Petrakis shares his struggles
for over a decade to write and publish and finally, poignantly describes the matchless instant when he holds
his first published book in his hands. The chapters on his experiences in Hollywood where he had gone to
write the screenplay of his best-selling novel A Dream of Kings are as revealing of the machinations and
egos of moviemaking as any Oliver Stone documentary.

Petrakis's individual story, as fraught with drama and revelation as the adventures of Odysseus, comes to an
elegiac conclusion when, at the age of ninety, he ruminates on his life and its approaching end. With a
profound and searing honesty, this self-exploration of a solitary writer's life helps us understand our own
existences and the tapestry of lives connecting us together in our shared human journey.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Song of My Life: A Memoir, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Lee Flynn:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Song of My Life: A Memoir.

Kevin Kennard:

You can get this Song of My Life: A Memoir by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Sandra Jordon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Song of My Life: A Memoir as well as
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications
are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Song
of My Life: A Memoir to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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