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This volume covers the vital early years of the second Muslim civil war, when the Umayyad caliphate
seemed on the point of extinction. That it survived had much to do with the vigor of the Umayyad Marwan b.
al-Hakam whose initial restoration of Umayyad authority is described here in some detail by al-Tabari's
sources. In the chaos and confusion of the civil war, however, developments took place that were to prove
significant for the future of the Umayyad calphate, indeed for the early history of Islam in general. Among
them, the first manifestations of large-scale tribal divisions among the Arabs, together with the development
of support for the descendants of the Prophet as the only legitimate rulers, were particularly important and
receive special attention. For this period, al-Tabari's History is a fundamental source.

The material collected by al-Tabari frequently makes lively and colorful reading, and the annotations that
accompany this translation attempt to clarify and make more explicit the sometimes allusive and compressed
information provided by al-Tabari and his sources. Since the standard edition of the text was made, at the
end of the nineteenth century, a significant number of other sources have been published, which often make
possible a more exact reading of al-Tabari's text. For these reasons, it is hoped that this translation will
appeal to those interested in the period but who have little or no Arabic and will also prove useful to students
and scholars who are capable of reading the Arabic but will appreciate the suggested textual amendments
and improvements and the elucidatory comments.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

The book The History of al-Tabari Vol. 20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the Coming of the
Marwanids: The Caliphates of Mu'awiyah II and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in Near Eastern
Studies) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book The History of al-Tabari Vol. 20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the Coming of the
Marwanids: The Caliphates of Mu'awiyah II and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in Near Eastern
Studies) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Donna Sedillo:

The publication with title The History of al-Tabari Vol. 20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the
Coming of the Marwanids: The Caliphates of Mu'awiyah II and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in
Near Eastern Studies) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lane James:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The History of al-Tabari
Vol. 20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the Coming of the Marwanids: The Caliphates of
Mu'awiyah II and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Manuel Porter:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The History of al-Tabari Vol.
20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the Coming of the Marwanids: The Caliphates of Mu'awiyah II
and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be



initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The History of al-
Tabari Vol. 20: The Collapse of Sufyanid Authority and the Coming of the Marwanids: The Caliphates of
Mu'awiyah II and Marwan I and ... 64-66 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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