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Nearly twenty years after its original publication, The Idea of Private Law is widely recognized as a seminal
contribution to legal philosophy, and one of the leading attempts to explain and justify the moral foundations
of private law. Rejecting the functionalism popular among legal scholars, Ernest Weinrib advances the
provocative idea that private law is an autonomous and non-instrumental moral practice, with its own
structure and rationality. Weinrib draws on Kant and Aristotle to set out an approach to private law that
repudiates the identification of law with politics or economics. Weinrib argues that private law is to be
understood not as a mechanism for promoting efficiency but as a juridical enterprise in which coherent
public reason elaborates the norms implicit in the parties' interaction.

Private law, Weinrib tells us, embodies a special morality that links the doer and the sufferer of harm.
Weinrib elucidates the standpoint internal to this morality, in opposition to functionalists, who view private
law as an instrument in the service of external and independently justifiable goals. After establishing the
inadequacy of functionalist approaches, Weinrib traces the implications of the formalism he proposes for our
ideas of the structure, coherence, and normative grounding of private law. Furthermore, the author shows
how this formalism manifests itself in the leading doctrines of private law liability. Finally, he describes the
public but non-political role of the courts in articulating the special morality of private law.

This revised edition makes accessible one of the major works of modern legal theory. It includes a new
introduction by the author, looking back at the work, its origins, and its aspirations.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Idea of Private Law.

Matthew Wallace:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book The Idea of Private Law was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication The Idea of Private Law is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Idea of Private Law. You never feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

John Lockett:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Idea of Private Law can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Kerry Maye:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Idea of Private Law. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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