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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Frankfurt (Main) (Institut für England- und Amerikastudien), course: War and Literature, language: English,
abstract: First published in 1990, Tim O'Brien's story collection "The Things They Carried" is arguably the
work most closely associated with the author's name and a highly praised fictional approach to the Vietnam
War and its influence on those who participated in it. The total of 22 short stories focuses on a squad of
young American soldiers referred to as the Alpha Company and touches upon a wide selection of themes and
motifs, which include friendship, love, memory, storytelling, superstition and the ever-present elements of
fear, violence, death, and the loss of innocence that are tied to the exposure to combat action. In addition to
that the portrayal of trauma in the novel has received positive attention from experts (Heberle 178) and
critics and helped to draw attention to the role of the veteran in the United States society. In an attempt to
explore this particular topic, the following pages will first address the question why Vietnam War literature
as a genre did not begin to fully develop until roughly ten years after the fall of Saigon in 1975 and approach
the way Tim O'Brien deals with the problematic of speaking and writing about a war that was unique in
American history and called for an equally distinctive representation in literature. Afterwards the main focus
of this work is devoted to the experience of trauma both during the time and on the site of the Vietnam
conflict and in the United States after the war had come to an end, based on its depiction in Tim O'Brien's
The Things They Carried and by means of referring back to a selected variety of his stories. The concluding
remarks will then be devoted to the aftermath of the Vietnam War in the public eye and the development of
war literature in the United States after the 1980s.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Representation of the
Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried". All type of book are you able to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Diane Joiner:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in
Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marian Buell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They
Carried" this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all
of you.

Jeff Weaver:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Representation of the Vietnam War
Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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