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When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New
York Times to The New Yorker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American
popular music. It has since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music
in the United States for half a century. Now Wilder's classic is available again, with a new introduction by
Gene Lees.
Uniquely analytical yet engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic qualities that distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder
traces the roots of the American style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into
mainstream popular music after 1900, and then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World
War I to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen. Illustrated with over seven hundred musical
examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and original songs of this period
reveal unexpected beauties in songs long forgotten and delightful subtleties in many familiar standards. The
result is a definitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 can be great book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Proctor:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Paul Kindig:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to.
The American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Phillip Martin:

American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing American Popular Song: The
Great Innovators, 1900-1950 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based



confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.
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