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In My Father's House, the political philosopher Thomas Dumm explores a series of stark and melancholy
paintings by the American artist Will Barnet. Responding to the physical and mental decline of his sister
Eva, who lived alone in the family home in Beverly, Massachusetts, Barnet began work in 1990 on what
became a series of nine paintings depicting Eva and other family members, as they once were and as they
figured in the artist's memory. Rendered in Barnet's signature quiet, abstract style, the paintings, each
featured in full color, present the ordinary and extraordinary aspects of a twentieth-century American family.
 
Dumm first became acquainted with Barnet and his paintings in 2008. Given his scholarly focus on the lives
of ordinary people, he was immediately attracted to the artist's work. When they met, Dumm and Barnet
began a friendship and dialogue that lasted until the painter's death in 2012, at the age of 101. This book
reflects the many discussions the two had concerning the series of paintings, Barnet's family, his early life in
Beverly, and his eighty-year career as a prominent New York artist. Reading the almost gothic paintings in
conversation with the writers and thinkers key to both his and Barnet's thinking—Emerson, Spinoza,
Dickinson, Benjamin, Cavell, Nietzsche, Melville—Dumm's haunting meditations evoke broader reflections
on family, mortality, the uncanny, and the loss that comes with remembrance.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

With other case, little individuals like to read book My Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book My
Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Marianne Haglund:

The book My Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book My
Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book My Father's House: On Will Barnet's Painting has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Leslie Martin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular My Father's
House: On Will Barnet's Painting book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Fred Simpson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love My Father's House: On Will
Barnet's Painting, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.
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