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PREFACE

IN recent years a reawakening has taken place in the study of American archæology and antiquities, owing
chiefly to the labours of a band of scholars in the United States and a few enthusiasts in the continent of
Europe. For the greater part of the nineteenth century it appeared as if the last word had been written upon
Mexican archæology. The lack of excavations and exploration had cramped the outlook of scholars, and
there was nothing for them to work upon save what had been done in this respect before their own time. The
writers on Central America who lived in the third quarter of the last century relied on the travels of Stephens
and Norman, and never appeared to consider it essential that the country or the antiquities in which they
specialised should be examined anew, or that fresh expeditions should be equipped to discover whether still
further monuments existed relating to the ancient peoples who raised the teocallis of Mexico and the huacas
of Peru. True, the middle of the century was not altogether without its Americanist explorers, but the
researches of these were performed in a manner so perfunctory that but few additions to the science resulted
from their labours.

Modern Americanist archaeology may be said to have been the creation of a brilliant band of scholars who,
working far apart and without any attempt at co-operation, yet succeeded in accomplishing much. Among
these may be mentioned the Frenchmen Charnay and de Rosny, and the Americans Brinton, H. H. Bancroft,
and Squier. To these succeeded the German scholars Seler, Schellhas, and Förstemann, the Americans
Winsor, Starr, Savile, and Cyrus Thomas, and the Englishmen Payne and Sir Clements Markham. These
men, splendidly equipped for the work they had taken in hand, were yet hampered by the lack of reliable data
-a want later supplied partly by their own excavations and partly by the painstaking labours of Professor
Maudslay, principal of the International College of Antiquities at Mexico, who, with his wife, is responsible
or the exact pictorial reproductions of many of the ancient edifices in Central America and Mexico.

Writers in the sphere of Mexican and Peruvian myth have been few. The first to attack the subject in the light
of the modern science of comparative religion was Daniel Garrison Brinton, professor of American
languages and archaeology in the University of Philadelphia. He has been followed by Payne, Schellhas,
Seler, and Rrstemann, all of whom, however, have confined the publication of their researches to isolated
articles in various geographical and scientific journals. The remarks of mythologists who are not also
Americanists upon the subject of American myth must be accepted with caution.

The question of the alphabets of ancient America is perhaps the most acute in present-day pre-Columbian
archaeology. But progress is being made in this branch of the subject, and several scholars are working in
whole-hearted co-operation to secure final results.

What has Great Britain accomplished in this new and fascinating field of science? If the lifelong and
valuable labours of the late Sir Clements Markham be excepted, almost nothing. It is earnestly hoped that the
publication of this volume may prove the means of leading many English students to the study and
consideration of American archaeology.



There remains the romance of old America. The real interest of American mediaeval history must ever circle
around Mexico and Peru-her golden empires, her sole exemplars of civilisation; and it is to the books upon
the character of these two nations that we must turn for a romantic interest as curious and as absorbing as
that bound up in the history of Egypt or Assyria.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carroll:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Myths of Mexico
and Peru? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Michael Espy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Myths of Mexico
and Peru is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Rosemary Lilly:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book The Myths of Mexico and Peru it is very good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Robert Jones:

The Myths of Mexico and Peru can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Myths of Mexico and Peru nevertheless doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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