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Ten years ago, Dick B. regarded this comprehensive volume of research and writing as his magnum opus.
The reason is that its 776 pages brought together his detailed discoveries about the major historical roots of
the A.A. movement--the Bible, the Oxford Group, Rev. Sam Shoemaker's writings, Dr. Bob's Library, Anne
Smith's Journal, and the religious literature early AAs read. The work was quickly acclaimed by the many
scholars and AAs who read and endorsed it. And Dick believed he had covered the waterfront as to the
spiritual history of early A.A. Certainly he had covered it in a way that no prior history had even approached
in depth, content, and scope. Thus for those who wanted and want an accurate composite of the major
contributing religious and spiritual factors that led to the founding of Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935, this is
the appropriate reference source. It has, in fact, been used to teach classes, fill academic library spots, and
educate those interested in spiritual recovery. But there was to be much more. As time and research
continued, Dick delved into the nooks and crannies and came up recently with some 16 wellsprings of A.A.
roots and ideas. The discovery neither negated nor outdated the contents of Turning Point. It simply made the
picture more clear and detailed. Thus Dick's later books took several new turns: First, he looked into the
actual cure situation in early A.A.; and he also looked into the origins and meaning of the so-called nonsense
gods; that had developed in A.A. These absurd creations began calling a so-called higher power; a Coke
bottle, a tree, a chair, a radiator, a light bulb, Something,Somebody,Gertrude, the Great Pumpkin, Santa
Claus, and many many other idolatrous creations. Next, Dick looked more deeply into the individuals who
had contributed ideas that became embedded in A.A. and even spawned some of the absurd names, half-
baked prayers, and self-made religion (as A.A. co-founder Rev. Samuel M. Shoemaker characterized them
for AAs). The individuals included William James, Carl Jung, Emmet Fox, Richard Peabody, William D.
Silkworth, and others. In turn, this quest led him to other movements that had contributed to A.A.'s
development both before and after 1935--United Christian Endeavor Society, Young Men's Christian
Association, the Gospel rescue missions, the Salvation Army, and others. Dick then turned to writing books
that would explain to AAs and others exactly how to utilize the history and founding sources to achieve
recovery today. And at present, he has turned to biographical materials about Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob that
will explain the source of their own particular ideas and practices as those were transmitted into the early
A.A. program--conversion, Bible studies, prayer meetings, morning meditation, and even revival techniques.
The search and research go on. But Turning Point remains the turning point that describes in much detail
how the early AAs turned to the one, true, living God for the solution to their problems, and used His Word
to tell them more.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual Roots and Successes? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Michael Brown:

Exactly why? Because this Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual Roots and Successes is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.

Marie Heidelberg:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual Roots and Successes your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual
Roots and Successes giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Bradley Harshbarger:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s
Spiritual Roots and Successes or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science



guide, any other book likes Turning Point: A History of Early A.A.'s Spiritual Roots and Successes to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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