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The evolution of an idea is in itself as interesting and valuable an object of study as the evolution of a word,
of an insti tution, of a state, or of a vegetable or animal form. But aside from this interest which it has in
common with other historical sciences, the history of philosophy has a peculiar value of its own. For the
moment we attempt any serious thinking in any field, natural science, history, literature, ethics, theology, or
any other, we find ourselves at the outset quite at the mercy of the words and ideas which form at once our
intellectual atmosphere and the instruments with which we must work. We cannot speak, for example, of
mind or matter, of cause or force, of species or indi vidual, of universe orG od, of freedom or necessity, of
substance or evolution, of science or law, of good or true or real, without involving a host of assumptions.
And the assumptions are there, even though we may be unconscious of them, or ignore them in an effort to
dispense with metaphysics. To dispense with these conceptions is impossible. Our only recourse, if we
would not beg our questions in advance, or remain in unconscious bondage to the instruments of our thought,
or be slaves to the thinking of the past generations that have forged out our ideas for us, is to criticise our
categories. And one of the most important, if not the only successful, means to this end is a study of the
origin and development of these categories. We can free ourselves from the past only by mastering it.
(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and don't occur in the book.)
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Soto:

The book A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation (Classic Reprint) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation (Classic Reprint)? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference
to the Formation (Classic Reprint) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Bolinger:

The particular book A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation (Classic Reprint)
has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Dominick Tran:

A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation (Classic Reprint) can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation (Classic Reprint) although doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gay Swiderski:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually A History of Philosophy: With Especial Reference to the Formation
(Classic Reprint). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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