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Before he ever dreamed of becoming a landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted (1822–1903) visited
southern England and Wales during a month-long walking tour. A gifted writer, he recorded his impressions
of the trip in this richly detailed volume, which has long been out of print. "In Walks and Talks," writes
Charles C. McLaughlin, author of the book's new introduction, "Olmsted is reporter, social analyst, narrator,
dramatist, scene-painter, and humorist, employing a wide range of modes and styles to give us the sights,
sounds, and mental impressions of rural England in 1850."

Olmsted's narrative-at turns poetic, funny, critical, and meticulous-is a delight to read. It is also an important
historical document, revealing the extent to which England permeated almost every aspect of Olmsted's
emerging worldview, soon to find expression in his various careers as scientific farmer, author and publisher,
social critic, reformer, administrator, and landscape architect of major parks and park systems throughout the
United States.

The introduction clarifies the links between Olmsted's developing picturesque aesthetic, social conscience,
and reformer's passion for change. McLaughlin offers a persuasive argument that Olmsted would come to
adapt many of the features of the cultivated English countryside-first seen on this trip-in designed landscapes
such as New York's Central Park.

This edition provides extensive annotations to the original text, furnishing background and context to the
people and places Olmsted encountered during his journey. McLaughlin's notes are based on his own trips
through England, undertaken over the past two decades to retrace the author's original route.

Published in association with Library of American Landscape History: http://lalh.org/
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Walks and Talks of an American
Farmer in England will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Kimberly Langdon:

The book Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Walks
and Talks of an American Farmer in England? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Darlene Heckart:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jesica Simon:

You may get this Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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