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The Haida world is a misty archipelago a hundred stormy miles off the coasts of British Columbia and
Alaska. For a thousand years and more before the Europeans came, a great culture flourished in these
islands. The masterworks of classical Haida sculpture, now enshrined in many of the world's great museums,
range from exquisite tiny amulets to magnificent huge housepoles. Classical Haida literature is every bit as
various and fine. It extends from tiny jewels crafted by master songmakers to elaborate mythic cycles lasting
many hours.

The linguist and ethnographer John Swanton took dictation from the last great Haida-speaking storytellers,
poets and historians from the fall of 1900 through the summer of 1901. His Haida hosts and colleagues had
been raised in a wholly oral world where the mythic and the personal interpenetrate completely. They joined
forces with their visitor, consciously creating a great treasury of Haida oral literature in written form. Poet
and linguist Robert Bringhurst has worked for many years with these century-old manuscripts, which have
waited until now for the broad recognition they deserve.

Bringhurst brings these works to life in the English language and sets them in a context just as rich as the
stories themselves--one that reaches out to dozens of Native American oral literatures, and to mythtelling
traditions around the globe.

The world of classical Haida literature is a world as deep as the ocean, as close as the heart and as elusive as
the Raven, whose unrepentant laugh persists within it all. This is a tradition brimming with profundity,
hilariy and love. It belongs where Bringhurst sees it: among the great traditions of the world.

Bringhurst, an acclaimed typographer and book designer, will be redesigning this edition in a beautiful new
package.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Martin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of A Story as Sharp as a Knife:
The Classical Haida Mythtellers and Their World (Masterworks of the Classical Haida Mythtellers) to read.

Alison Caulfield:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you personally is A Story as Sharp as a Knife: The Classical Haida Mythtellers and
Their World (Masterworks of the Classical Haida Mythtellers) this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

James Hutchinson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top listing in your reading list will be A Story as Sharp as a Knife: The Classical Haida
Mythtellers and Their World (Masterworks of the Classical Haida Mythtellers). This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Alan Sarno:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book A Story as Sharp as a Knife: The Classical Haida
Mythtellers and Their World (Masterworks of the Classical Haida Mythtellers) to make your current reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book A



Story as Sharp as a Knife: The Classical Haida Mythtellers and Their World (Masterworks of the Classical
Haida Mythtellers) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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