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Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France applies recent approaches to literacy, legal
studies, memory, ritual, and the manorial economy to reexamine the transformation of medieval power.
Highlighting the relationship of archives and power, it draws on the rich documentary sources of five of the
largest Benedictine monasteries in northern France and Flanders, with comparisons to others, over a period
of nearly four centuries.

The book opens up new perspectives on important problems of power, in particular the idea and practice of
accountability. In a violent society, medieval lords tried to delegate power rather than share it—to get their
men to prosecute justice or raise money legitimately, rather than through extortion and pillage. Robert F.
Berkhofer III explains how subordinates were held accountable by abbots administering the extensive
holdings of Saint-Bertin, Saint-Denis, Saint-Germain-des-Prés, Saint-Père-de-Chartres, and Saint-Vaast-
d'Arras. As the abbots began to discipline their agents and monitor their conduct, the "day of reckoning" took
on new meaning, as customary meeting days were used to hold agents accountable. By 1200, written and
unwritten techniques of rule developed in the monasteries had moved into the secular world; in these
practices lay the origins of administration, bureaucratic power, and governance, all hallmarks of the modern
state.
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From reader reviews:

Wendell Darnell:

The book Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages Series) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages Series) to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Day of
Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages Series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

John Street:

The book with title Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages
Series) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Lena Robertson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in
Medieval France (The Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages
Series).

Kenneth Armstrong:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is named of book Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medieval France (The Middle Ages
Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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