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Oft-referenced and frequently set to music, Psalm 137 - which begins "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion" - has become something of a cultural touchstone for music
and Christianity across the Atlantic world. It has been a top single more than once in the 20th century, from
Don McLean's haunting Anglo-American folk cover to Boney M's West Indian disco mix. In Song of Exile,
David Stowe uses a wide-ranging, interdisciplinary approach that combines personal interviews, historical
overview, and textual analysis to demonstrate the psalm's enduring place in popular culture.

The line that begins Psalm 137 - one of the most lyrical of the Hebrew Bible - has been used since its genesis
to evoke the grief and protest of exiled, displaced, or marginalized communities. Despite the psalm's
popularity, little has been written about its reception during the more than 2,500 years since the Babylonian
exile. Stowe locates its use in the American Revolution and the Civil Rights movement, and internationally
by anti-colonial Jamaican Rastafari and immigrants from Ireland, Korea, and Cuba. He studies musical
references ranging from the Melodians' Rivers of Babylon to the score in Kazakh film Tulpan.

Stowe concludes by exploring the presence and absence in modern culture of the often-ignored final words:
"Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones." Usually excised from liturgy
and forgotten by scholars, Stowe finds these words echoed in modern occurrences of genocide and ethnic
cleansing, and more generally in the culture of vengeance that has existed in North America from the earliest
conflicts with Native Americans.

Based on numerous interviews with musicians, theologians, and writers, Stowe reconstructs the rich and
varied reception history of this widely used, yet mysterious, text.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

The book untitled Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 is the e-book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Betty Adkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Maria Bruns:

Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Song of Exile: The
Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Spencer Fuentes:

You may get this Song of Exile: The Enduring Mystery of Psalm 137 by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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