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Since its inception modern geology has been faced with an important group of problems: explaining parallel
formations that are separated by great distances of sea; accounting for isolated life forms in widely separated
areas (such as lemurs in Madagascar and India); explaining pre-pleistocene glaciations, and similar
problems. The usual explanation has been to assume the one-time existence of land bridges (such as the
hypothetical Lemuria) or parallelisms or diffusion with lost intermediary steps.
In 1915, however, one of the most influential and most controversial books in the history of science provided
a new solution. This was Alfred Wegener's Entstehung der Kontinente, which dispensed with land bridges
and parallel evolutions and offered a more economical concept. Wegener proposed that in the remote past the
earth's continents were not separate (as now), but formed one supercontinent which later split apart, the
fragments gradually drifting away from one another. Wegener created his supercontinent with attractive
simplicity by tucking the point of South America into the Gulf of Guinea, coalescing North America,
Greenland, and Europe, rotating Australia and Antarctica up through the Indian Ocean, and closing the
remaining gaps. Wegener then explained various phenomena in historical geology, geomorphy,
paleontology, paleoclimatology, and similar areas of science in terms of this continental drift. To back up his
revolutionary theory he drew upon a seemingly inexhaustible find of data. Later editions of his book added
new data to refute his opponents or to strengthen his own views in the violent scientific quarrel that arose.
Even today this important question remains undecided, and geologists are divided into strongly opposed
groups about the Wegener hypothesis. At the moment it seems to be gaining steadily in acceptance. It is one
of the two basic theories of earth history, and since it has often been misrepresented in summary, every earth
scientist owes it to himself to examine its theories and data.
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From reader reviews:

Henry McMahon:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Origin of
Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Deborah Anderson:

Here thing why that The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science). It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Origin of Continents
and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) in e-book can be your alternative.

James Matter:

The knowledge that you get from The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) is a more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth
Science) instantly.

Steven Craig:

The publication with title The Origin of Continents and Oceans (Dover Earth Science) has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item



anywhere you want.
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