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Hector Aristizábal grew up in the barrios of Medellin, Colombia, where he and his siblings had to use all
their wit, wiles, and wherewithal to survive poverty, the ever-present allure of cheap drugs and very
dangerous money, and the endemic violence from leftwing guerrillas, rightwing death squads, cocaine
cartels, and the armed power of the State. As a young actor and psychology student, Hector was seized by
the military, held in secret, and tortured. He survived and went on to find meaning in his ordeal as he
channeled his desire for revenge into nonviolent activism both in his homeland and during decades of exile
in the United States.

While challenging the State-sponsored causes of much suffering in the world, Hector reached out to some of
society’s most marginalized?at-risk and incarcerated youth, immigrants, and many others?using his theatrical
skills and psychotherapeutic training to help people shape their own stories and identities. He sought to
understand his own identity as well as that of one brother who was a revolutionary and another who was
gay?and how his belief in personal integrity and political freedom might square with the realities of a country
under the yoke of toxic ideologies. Hector was forced finally to examine his own motivations and
commitments, and begin to heal his own gaping wounds.

Shockingly honest, heartbreaking, and vibrantly told, The Blessing Next to the Wound is a passionate and
evocative memoir that, amid enormous suffering and loss, is a full-throated affirmation of life.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Clark:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Blessing Next to the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and
Transformation book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer of The Blessing Next to the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and
Transformation content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The
Blessing Next to the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Evelyn Rodrigue:

This The Blessing Next to the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation are usually reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Blessing Next to the
Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Blessing Next to
the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Fred Howell:

This book untitled The Blessing Next to the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your
list.

Josette Roscoe:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Blessing Next to
the Wound: A Story of Art, Activism, and Transformation which is getting the e-book version. So , why not



try out this book? Let's see.
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