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“It was not well to drive men into final corners; at those moments they could all develop teeth and claws.”
--- Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of Courage

The Red Badge of Courage is a war novel by American author Stephen Crane (1871–1900). Taking place
during the American Civil War, the story is about a young private of the Union Army, Henry Fleming, who
flees from the field of battle. Overcome with shame, he longs for a wound, a "red badge of courage," to
counteract his cowardice. When his regiment once again faces the enemy, Henry acts as standard-bearer.

Although Crane was born after the war, and had not at the time experienced battle first-hand, the novel is
known for its realism. He began writing what would become his second novel in 1893, using various
contemporary and written accounts (such as those published previously by Century Magazine) as inspiration.
It is believed that he based the fictional battle on that of Chancellorsville; he may also have interviewed
veterans of the 124th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commonly known as the Orange Blossoms.
Initially shortened and serialized in newspapers in December 1894, the novel was published in full in
October 1895. A longer version of the work, based on Crane's original manuscript, was published in 1982.

The novel is known for its distinctive style, which includes realistic battle sequences as well as the repeated
use of color imagery, and ironic tone. Separating itself from a traditional war narrative, Crane's story reflects
the inner experience of its protagonist (a soldier fleeing from combat) rather than the external world around
him. Also notable for its use of what Crane called a "psychological portrayal of fear", the novel's allegorical
and symbolic qualities are often debated by critics. Several of the themes that the story explores are
maturation, heroism, cowardice, and the indifference of nature. The Red Badge of Courage garnered
widespread acclaim, what H. G. Wells called "an orgy of praise", shortly after its publication, making Crane
an instant celebrity at the age of twenty-four. The novel and its author did have their initial detractors,
however, including author and veteran Ambrose Bierce. Adapted several times for the screen, the novel
became a bestseller. It has never been out of print and is now thought to be Crane's most important work and
a major American text.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

The guide untitled The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of the American Civil War is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of the American Civil War
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Joseph Barnett:

The book The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of the American Civil War has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Lena Lewis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Red Badge of Courage: An
Episode of the American Civil War, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Elsie Wallace:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of
the American Civil War can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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