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Home cooks rarely have the chance to learn about cooking firsthand from one of the nation's most revered
chefs.  But in this cookbook, the first of its kind, Chef Alfred Portale offers his readers the opportunity to do
just that.  The chef of the Gotham Bar and Grill offers not only recipes, but also a peek into the mind of a
chef--sharing a host of suggestions, anecdotes, and advice designed to release the reader from recipe
dependence and inspire him or her to think like a chef at home.

With Portale at the helm, the Gotham has won praise from the critical world (four consecutive three-star
reviews from the New York Times), the public (rated among New York's top five restaurants in the last six
Zagat surveys), and the culinary community (Portale was named Best Chef in New York by the James Beard
Foundation in 1993).

In this book, Portale reveals the secrets that led to this success.  More than a hundred dishes, comprised of
over two hundred recipes, await the reader.  But more than that, Portale has loaded these pages with notes on
variations and flavor building that indicate how the recipes might be changed by a substitution of ingredients
or enriched with additional elements.  There are also ample "thinking ahead" tips, and bountiful advice about
special ingredients and techniques.

Portale also offers both restaurant and family-style presentation tips--magnificently brought to life by more
than two hundred photographs--and explains the inspiration for many of his dishes, and how he turned that
inspiration into culinary reality.

As he says in his introduction, "My hope is for you to be able to master these recipes and confidently use
them in a variety of dishes and contexts of your own design, perhaps creating your own signature dishes."

After graduating first in his class from the Culinary Institute of America, Alfred Portale lived in France and
worked in some of its most famous kitchens.  Shortly after he returned to the United States, he took the reins
of the Gotham Bar and Grill, where he promptly established himself as one of the most influential figures in
New American Cuisine.  He divides his time between New York City and East Hampton, Long Island.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook. Try to
make the book Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Stephanie Carlton:

This Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Brad Bennett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Alfred Portale's Gotham
Bar and Grill Cookbook which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Larry Parrish:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Alfred Portale's Gotham Bar and Grill Cookbook can make you sense
more interested to read.
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