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Among the most enduring of French cultural institutions, the salon, is among the most misunderstood. Seen
primarily as a venue for apolitical social gatherings, the salon's influence is generally believed to have ended
during the French Revolution. In French Salons, Steven Kale challenges conventional thinking about the
salon. Drawing on an impressive range of primary sources, he offers a nuanced history of this institution
from the eighteenth century through the Revolution of 1848 which emphasizes continuity and evolution over
disjuncture and highlights its shifting political character and relevance.

Salons, Kale shows, originally provided opportunities for the exchange of literary and philosophical ideas
among the French aristocracy. Central to the maintenance of salon culture were salonnières, aristocratic
women such as Madame de Staël who opened their homes to fellow elites and nurtured a sociability that
united the members of high society. Salons provided ready-made venues for aristocratic politics during the
early years of the French Revolution, when salons were transformed into places where the upper classes
could express their political opinions and concerns. Even at the height of the Terror, salons did not dissolve
but, rather, were displaced as aristocrats moved their social networks of influence to such cities as Coblenz,
Brussels, and London. Napoleon sought to manipulate salon culture for his own ends, but with his fall from
power, salons reemerged and proliferated. Although never intended to serve as political clubs, salons became
informal sites for the cultivation of political capital and the exchange of political ideas during the Bourbon
Restoration and the July Monarchy.

By 1848, the conditions that sustained aristocratic sociability declined, and salons became increasingly
marginal to French public life. At the same time, new political institutions?parties, the press, legislative
bodies?emerged that more effectively disseminated and shaped political opinion and led to real political
change.

Challenging many of the conclusions of recent historiography, including the depiction of salonnières as
influential power brokers, French Salons offers an original, penetrating, and engaging analysis of elite
culture and society in France before, during, and after the Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from
the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848. Try to the actual book French Salons: High Society and Political
Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 as your pal. It means that it can to become your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Samantha Flowers:

With other case, little people like to read book French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the
Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important a book French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old
Regime to the Revolution of 1848. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Christopher Hardnett:

This book untitled French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the
Revolution of 1848 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your
list.

James Wood:

This French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of 1848 is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this French Salons: High Society and Political Sociability from the Old Regime to the Revolution of
1848 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the



answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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