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Copybooks and the Palmer method, handwriting analysis and autograph collecting-these words conjure up a
lost world, in which people looked to handwriting as both a lesson in conformity and a talisman of
individuality. In this engaging history, ranging from colonial times to the present, Tamara Plakins Thornton
explores the shifting functions and meanings of handwriting in America. Script emerged in the eighteenth
century as a medium intimately associated with the self, says Thornton, in contrast to the impersonality of
print. But thereafter, just what kind of self would be defined or revealed in script was debated in the context
of changing economic and social realities, definitions of manhood and womanhood, and concepts of mind
and body. Thornton details the parties to these disputes: writing masters who used penmanship training to
form and discipline character; scientific experts who chalked up variations in script to mere physiological
idiosyncrasy; and autograph collectors and handwriting analysts who celebrated signatures that broke
copybook rules as marks of personality, revealing the uniqueness of the self. In our time, concludes
Thornton, when handwriting skills seem altogether obsolete, calligraphy revivals and calls for old-fashioned
penmanship training reflect nostalgia and the rejection of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Porter:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Handwriting in America: A Cultural History will
make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Carl Speed:

The reason why? Because this Handwriting in America: A Cultural History is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

John Lockett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Handwriting in America: A Cultural History the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Handwriting in America: A Cultural History giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mark Bock:

The book untitled Handwriting in America: A Cultural History contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new
period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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