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Now back in print with a new essay, this classic of Iowa history focuses on the Old Order Amish
Mennonites, the state’s most distinctive religious minority. Sociologist Elmer Schwieder and historian
Dorothy Schwieder began their research with the largest group of Old Order Amish in the state, the
community near Kalona in Johnson and Washington counties, in April 1970; they extended their studies and
friendships in later years to other Old Order settlements as well as the slightly less conservative Beachy
Amish.

A Peculiar People explores the origin and growth of the Old Order Amish in Iowa, their religious practices,
economic organization, family life, the formation of new communities, and the vital issue of education.
Included also are appendixes giving the 1967 “Act Relating to Compulsory School Attendance and
Educational Standards”; a sample “Church Organization Financial Agreement,” demonstrating the group’s
unusual but advantageous mutual financial system; and the 1632 Dortrecht Confession of Faith, whose
eighteen articles cover all the basic religious tenets of the Old Order Amish.

Thomas Morain’s new essay describes external and internal issues for the Iowa Amish from the 1970s to
today. The growth of utopian Amish communities across the nation, changes in occupation (although The
Amish Directory still lists buggy shop operators, wheelwrights, and one lone horse dentist), the current state
of education and health care, and the conscious balance between modern and traditional ways are reflected in
an essay that describes how the Old Order dedication to Gelassenheit—the yielding of self to the interests of
the larger community—has served its members well into the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa
Heritage Collection) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Nancy Wiersma:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage
Collection) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa
Heritage Collection) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection). You never
really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Michael Collins:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa
Heritage Collection) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Teresa Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Peculiar People: Iowa's Old-Order
Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Peculiar People:
Iowa's Old-Order Amish (Iowa Heritage Collection) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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