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Jacob Tao, a young Japanese American high school teacher from southern California, arrives in Fairbanks in
1968, the year a bonanza oil discovery was made on Alaska’s North Slope. He moves into an apartment next
door to an elderly, reclusive woman, Lydia Galloway. After she falls and breaks a hip, Jacob discovers she
has ties with no one in town, forcing him to become her caregiver for one summer. Sympathetic toward the
lonely woman, he reluctantly agrees to search for the son, Isaiah John, who she hasn’t seen in over 20 years.
While she is recovering, Lydia intrigues Jacob with anecdotes of her clandestine escape to Alaska in the
1920s and her life as a trapper’s wife in the rugged Kantishna Hills near Mt. McKinley. The fact that her
missing son is rarely mentioned in these stories frustrates Jacob at first, and then makes him even more
curious about Isaiah’s whereabouts. He jumps at the chance to teach for a year at an Athabascan village on
the Tanana River, anticipating it might be just the place to find out about the mysterious Isaiah John. Jacob’s
personal life takes a dramatic turn in the village, where he meets the Williams sisters, Rachel and Ruby, and
becomes friends with Alice Schmidt, the alcoholic wife of the head teacher at the village school. Searching
for Isaiah John is a story within a story. Told primarily from the perspective of Jacob Tao in the late 1960s, it
interweaves accounts of Isaiah’s disappearance from the viewpoint of Lydia as well as her old flame,
Michael Tailor, who spent decades in his own pursuit of the missing man. The Tanana River, with its braided
channels and hidden sloughs, form the backdrop of this tale about the meaning of cultural identity.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Here thing why this specific Searching for Isaiah John are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. Searching for Isaiah John giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with Searching for Isaiah John. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Searching for Isaiah John in e-book can be your alternative.

Mario Rice:

Searching for Isaiah John can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Searching for Isaiah John although doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Kyle Raya:

You will get this Searching for Isaiah John by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Leslie Mickle:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Searching for Isaiah John can make you sense more interested to read.
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