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This special issue argues that our cultural moment marks a point of crisis and transition in the history of the
novel. Discussing mostly twenty-first-century writers, including Michael Chabon, Vikram Chandra, Don
DeLillo, Jonathan Safran Foer, Jonathan Franzen, David Lodge, Ian McEwan, Michael Ondaatje, and Orhan
Pamuk, the contributors interrogate and revise our ideas of contemporaneity and how it can be studied. Their
essays consider how novelists adapt to a global economy in which traditionally local forms of community no
longer define human experience. They also examine the emergence of neurology and neuropsychology as
popular discourses that have displaced the novel from its centrality as the supreme analyst of the mind.
Contributors attempt to address the exasperation of literary critics disenchanted with many dominant reading
practices, such as approaching fiction via reader experiences of “affect” and “trauma” or relying on staid
period categories like postmodernism. Offering a way forward, this special issue emphasizes a new critical
awareness of the singular qualities of the novel, a form whose truths may not be (and may never have been)
translatable to other cognitive, scientific, or political vocabularies.
In 2012 individual and student subscriptions to Novel will be available exclusively through membership in
the newly formed Society for Novel Studies. Committed to furthering the study of the novel and to
examining the role of fiction in engaging, formulating, and shaping the world, the society will hold a biennial
conference.

Contributors: Timothy Bewes, Thom Dancer, Andrew Gaedtke, Erdag Goknar, Nathan Hensley, Naomi
Mandel, Theodore Martin, Clemens Spahr, Aarthi Vadde
Timothy Bewes is Professor of English at Brown University.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Contemporary
Novel: Imagining the Twenty-First Century (Novel: A Forum on Fiction) book because this book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Mary Clark:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their
book. One of them is this The Contemporary Novel: Imagining the Twenty-First Century (Novel: A Forum
on Fiction).

Gloria Smith:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. The Contemporary Novel: Imagining the Twenty-First Century (Novel: A Forum on Fiction) can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Sean Bass:

The book untitled The Contemporary Novel: Imagining the Twenty-First Century (Novel: A Forum on
Fiction) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language
is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice study.
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