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“With a combination of deft historical analysis, sparkling prose, and careful attention to individual
stories, both poignant and instructive, The Great Departure is brimming with important and suggestive
lessons from the past for thinking about the worldwide dynamics of emigrants and refugees in our own
day.”?Norman M. Naimark, Stanford University

Between 1846 and 1940, more than 50 million Europeans moved to the Americas, irrevocably changing both
their new homes and the ones they left behind. In this groundbreaking study, Tara Zahra explores the deeper
story of this astonishing movement of people?one of the largest in human history.

The great exodus out of Eastern Europe hollowed out villages with dizzying speed. As villages emptied and
the fear of depopulation ran rampant, anxiety over “American fever” prevailed, leading to the scapegoating
of Jewish emigration agents. Yet others saw vast opportunity: to seed colonies of migrants like the Polish
community in Argentina, to gain economic advantage from an inflow of foreign currency, or to reshape their
communities in a new land. In the United States, their migration fostered the notion of the “land of the free.”
Globally, the policies that gave shape to this migration provided the precedent for future events such as the
Holocaust, the closing of the Iron Curtain, and the tragedies of ethnic cleansing.

A sweeping history of the most consequential social phenomenon of the twentieth century, The Great
Departure gives poignant attention to the individuals whose lives were transformed by these decades of mass
departure, and a keen historical perspective on their continuing legacy.

10 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Cartwright:

The book untitled The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the Free
World is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Great Departure: Mass
Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the Free World from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Kerry Erdman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern
Europe and the Making of the Free World it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Millard Espinoza:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the Free World can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Sandra Byrom:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the Free World
we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with that book The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the
Free World. You can more inviting than now.
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