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This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the Russian cult of state
security that has emerged from it.

Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period through to its revival in contemporary post-
Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security,
whereby security organs are held up as something to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this
cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise and sacralise the Russian state security apparatus, and to negotiate
its violent and dramatic past. It explores the ways in which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought
to make the existence of the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’. It
also documents the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state security, examining the ways
in which elements of the old Soviet mythology have been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new
state ideology.

The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is crucial for understanding not
only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century history, but also the ambiguities of Russia’s post-Soviet
transition, and the current struggle to define Russia’s national identity and future development. The book
examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be shaped by the legacy of Soviet
attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the reconstituted cult of state security. It investigates the
shadow which the figure of the secret policeman continues to cast over Russia today.

The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and politics, intelligence studies and
security studies, as well as readers with an interest in the KGB and its successors.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific
Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin book as basic and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Scottie Hicks:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin
can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Beatrice Rogers:

The book untitled Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin contain
a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.

Patricia Trevino:

This Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin is completely new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Russia and the Cult of State Security: The Chekist Tradition, From Lenin to Putin can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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