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Following an eccentric band of storm chasers during tornado season, a writer delves deep into our fascination
with catastrophic weather

Why do some people chase the kind of storms that would send most people running for their lives? Why is it
that devastating weather-and tornadoes in particular-maintain a primal hold on our collective imagination?
How to account for the spectacular success of a company like the Weather Channel-not just a show, but an
entire cable network with 86 million regular viewers, hundreds of millions of dollars in annual revenue, and
one abiding subject, the passing clouds?
With his guide Matt Biddle, an Ahab-like veteran storm chaser, Mark Svenvold draws a portrait of a culture
enamored by extremes during a 6,000-mile journey through Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska. Along the
way, the author encounters an assortment of characters out of a Fellini film: A duo named The Twister
Sisters, from St. Cloud, Minnesota; a crowd-pleasing trio from CUPP (California University of
Pennsylvania-at Pittsburgh); a team of chaser-scientists who have partnered with an IMAX film-maker from
Los Angeles with an armor-plated truck; and a stock car racer from North Carolina whose goal is to drive
through a tornado.
At the heart of the excitement are the awe-inspiring events themselves-a tornado that levels a small Nebraska
town and the look back at the central Oklahoma tornado outbreak that included the single-most destructive
tornado in US history. Similar weather disasters occur each spring in a kind of reverse lottery that has
spawned a subculture of catastrophilia. Want to know what a tornado actually sounds like as it blows over or
through your house? Big Weather answers this while also tracing the ways the sublime, in the classic sense,
still has a profound claim upon our imagination.
Big Weather is a wryly observed meditation upon the weather as block-buster event that explores, with an
ironic touch, our paradoxical relationship to the biggest story of our age-global warming-and the fate of the
earth.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart
of America. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a new book Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart of America. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Robert Haas:

The book Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart of America can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Big Weather: Chasing
Tornadoes in the Heart of America? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart of America has simple shape however you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Martha Howell:

Often the book Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart of America has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Elsie Wallace:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Big Weather: Chasing Tornadoes in the Heart of America can make you
experience more interested to read.
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