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Trenchant, expansive essays on the cultural consequences of ongoing, all-permeating technological
innovation

In 1994, Sven Birkerts published The Gutenberg Elegies, his celebrated rallying cry to resist the oncoming
digital advances, especially those that might affect the way we read literature and experience art?the very
cultural activities that make us human.
After two decades of rampant change, Birkerts has allowed a degree of everyday digital technology into his
life. He refuses to use a smartphone, but communicates via e-mail and spends some time reading online. In
Changing the Subject, he examines the changes that he observes in himself and others?the distraction when
reading on the screen; the loss of personal agency through reliance on GPS and one-stop information
resources; an increasing acceptance of "hive" behaviors. "An unprecedented shift is underway," he argues,
and "this transformation is dramatically accelerated and more psychologically formative than any previous
technological innovation." He finds solace in engagement with art, particularly literature, and he brilliantly
describes the countering energy available to us through acts of sustained attention, even as he worries that
our increasingly mediated existences are not conducive to creativity.
It is impossible to read Changing the Subject without coming away with a renewed sense of what is lost by
our wholesale acceptance of digital innovation and what is regained when we immerse ourselves in a good
book.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in the Internet Age.

Celia Robertson:

This Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in the Internet Age usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in the
Internet Age can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in the Internet Age forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Anne Hahn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in
the Internet Age reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Changing the
Subject: Art and Attention in the Internet Age as good book not just by the cover but also with the content.
This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

James Cooper:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Changing the Subject: Art and Attention in the Internet Age can



make you experience more interested to read.
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