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From the Introduction
In the end, then, the Vietnam War was a conflict of myriad complexities. It was a colonial war and a regional
war. It was a total war and a limited war. It was a civil war, an insurgency and a conventional war - and
indeed it varied from one form to another at different times and in different places. It was a war in
mountains, jungles or open rice paddies depending on the location of the battlefield. It was a war of high
technology and no technology. It was a war of airpower and a war of footpower. It was a helicopter war and
a brown-water war. It was a war won on the battlefield and lost on the homefront. One thing that the
Vietnam War was not was simply an American War. It was a war of varying and mutable contexts - a
chameleon of constant change. The greatest American failure in the conflict was a failure to understand
context. For far too many important American planners the Vietnam War had but one context - the black and
white context of the Cold War; a context that begged an inexorable singular military logic and solution. A
military solution that was so overly simple that it proved to be no solution at all.

____ The present study takes as its main goal to place the Vietnam War into its proper contexts. Though
Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land cannot pretend to answer all of the nagging questions that still surround
the conflict, it can at least begin to pose new questions that have too often been left unasked or ignored.
Through the work of a unique collection of historians, journalists, and war participants Rolling Thunder in a
Gentle Land also seeks to spark historical debate and research by searching for new contextual answers to
questions that many historians had thought long since answered - sometimes calling for a needed revision of
the historical orthodoxy of the conflict. Thus the present study proposes to take fresh looks at several of the
most important aspects of the Vietnam War and hopes to demonstrate that the field remains one of the most
vibrant and important fields available to future historical inquiry of all types by scholars and laymen alike
who seek an opportunity to help define a war of unending complexity.

CHAPTER HEADS An American war? The French experience. The North Vietnamese experience. The Ho
Chi Minh Trail. The war outside Vietnam: Cambodia and Laos. The South Vietnamese experience. The
civilian experience. Vietnam ANZACs. US doctrinal critique. The US experience. The river war. The air
war. Vietnam tactics. Vietnam in the media. The legacy of war.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gardner:

This Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Rolling Thunder in a Gentle
Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The
Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Tom Copper:

The book untitled Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam
War Revisited (Companion) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Bertha Davis:

Beside that Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited
(Companion) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Daniel Hutchison:

This Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Rolling Thunder in a Gentle Land: The Vietnam War Revisited (Companion) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form



make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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