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Drawn from Shelley's Prometheus Unbound, the title of this book suggests the cultural and literary
persistence of the Romantic in the work of many British, American, and Irish poets since 1900. Allowing for
and celebrating the multiple, even fractured nature of Romantic legacies, Michael O'Neill focuses on the
creative impact of Romantic poetry on twentieth- and twenty-first century poetry. Individual chapters
embrace numerous authors and texts, and span different cultures; the intention is not the forlorn hope of
completeness, but the wish to open up possibilities and intersections, and there is a strong sense throughout
of poetry serving as a subtle and profound form of literary criticism.

A wide-ranging introduction analyses the persistence of the Romantic in poets such as Ted Hughes, Wilfred
Owen, Robert Frost, Denise Levertov, Robert Lowell, and others, and sets the scene for subsequent
discussions. Chapter 1 dwells on images of 'air', using these to understand the efforts of a number of
twentieth-century poets to 'sustain' Romanticism, or forms of it. Chapters 2 and 3 focus on Yeats and Eliot,
respectively, the latter apparently shunning the Romantic, the former seeming to embrace it, but both
responding with subtlety and individuality to the Romantic bequest. Chapter 4 argues that Wallace Stevens's
'Esthetique du Mal' should be read as a work that illuminates the writings of the major Romantics, especially
about evil and suffering. Chapter 5 discusses the work of W. H. Auden and Stephen Spender, exploring the
complex response of both poets to the Romantic, Auden complicated in his post-Romantic attitudes, Spender
daring in his attempts to renew a Romantic lyricism in a post-Romantic age. Chapter 6 returns to a broader
sweep as it investigates the response of a range of contemporary poets from Northern Ireland, including
Heaney, Kavanagh, Mahon, and Carson, to Romantic poetry. Chapter 7 sustains the Irish connection,
discussing Paul Muldoon's dealings with Byron and other Romantics, especially in Madoc. And Chapter 8
focuses on Geoffrey's Hill's tense and tensed relations with Romantic poetry, and on Roy Fisher's sense of
being a 'gutted Romantic', in order to illustrate two diverse ways of being post-Romantic in contemporary
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

This The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish Poetry since
1900 tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish Poetry since
1900 can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish Poetry since 1900
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Michael Joslyn:

The e-book untitled The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and
Irish Poetry since 1900 is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The All-Sustaining Air:
Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish Poetry since 1900 from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Willie Coffey:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic
Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish Poetry since 1900 is simple to bring you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nicholas Valles:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and Renewals in British, American, and Irish
Poetry since 1900 when you desired it?
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