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In this provocative appraisal of desegregation in South Carolina, R. Scott Baker contends that half a century
after the Brown decision we still know surprisingly little about the new system of public education that
replaced segregated caste arrangements in the South. Much has been written about the most dramatic battles
for black access to southern schools, but Baker examines the rational and durable evasions that authorities
institutionalized in response to African American demands for educational opportunity. A case study of
southern evasions, Paradoxes of Desegregation documents the new educational order that grew out of
decades of conflict between African American civil rights activists and South Carolina's political leadership.
During the 1940s, Baker shows, a combination of black activism on a local level and NAACP litigation
forced state officials to increase funding for black education. This early phase of the struggle in turn
accelerated the development of institutions that cultivated a new generation of grass roots leaders. Baker
demonstrates that white resistance to integration did not commence or crystallize after Brown. Instead,
beginning in the 1940s, authorities in South Carolina institutionalized an exclusionary system of
standardized testing that, according to Baker, exploited African Americans' educational disadvantages,
limited access to white schools, and confined black South Carolinians to separate institutions. As massive
resistance to desegregation collapsed in the late 1950s, officials in other southern states followed South
Carolina's lead, adopting testing policies that continue to govern the region's educational system. Paradoxes
of Desegregation brings much needed historical perspective to contemporary debates about the landmark
federal education law, No Child Left Behind. Baker analyzes decades of historical evidence related to high-
stakes testing and concludes that desegregation, while a triumph for advantaged blacks, has paradoxically
been a tragedy for most African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Ken Martin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational Equity in Charleston, South
Carolina, 1926-1972, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Jessica Ball:

The e-book with title Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational Equity in
Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Glenn Remaley:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Paradoxes of Desegregation: African
American Struggles for Educational Equity in Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Judy Marinez:

You can find this Paradoxes of Desegregation: African American Struggles for Educational Equity in
Charleston, South Carolina, 1926-1972 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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