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On May 10, 2008, a tornado struck the northeastern Oklahoma town of Picher, destroying more than one
hundred homes and killing six people. It was the final blow to a onetime boomtown already staggering under
the weight of its history. The lead and zinc mining that had given birth to the town had also proven its
undoing, earning Picher in 2006 the distinction of being the nation’s most toxic Superfund site. Recounting
the town’s dissolution and documenting its remaining traces, Picher, Oklahoma tells the story of an
unfolding ghost town. With shades of Picher’s past lives lingering at every intersection, memories of its
proud history and sad decline inhere in the relics, artifacts, personal treasures, and broken structures
abandoned in disaster’s wake.

In Todd Stewart’s haunting photographs, faded snapshots and letters, well-worn garments, and books and
toys give harrowing and elegiac testimony of constancy and dislocation. Empty buildings and bared
foundations stand in silent witness to the homes, schools, churches, and businesses that once defined life in
Picher. As these photographs and Alison Fields’s accompanying essays explore the otherworldly town
teetering over massive sinkholes, they reveal how memory, embedded in everyday objects, can be dislocated
and reframed through both chronic and acute instances of environmental trauma.

Though hardly known outside the Three Corners Region of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri, the fate of
Picher echoes well beyond its borders. Picher, Oklahoma reflects the broader intersections of memory, time,
material objects, and changing environments, demanding our attention even as it resists easy interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Picher, Oklahoma:
Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the
American West) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Dickison:

This Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art
and Photography of the American West) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell
Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Picher,
Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

George Hartzell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and
Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Clifford Stoner:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that



on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center
Series on Art and Photography of the American West) can make you sense more interested to read.
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