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Private Gardens traces the origin and evolution of ancient China’s private gardens. In ancient China, private
gardens were built for the personal enjoyment of aristocrats, government officials, merchants, and landed
gentry. Gardens were also common in the residences of poets, artists, and hermits, providing them with
sanctuaries for meditation and relaxation. Modeled after the imperial gardens, private gardens were mostly
concentrated in cities and their suburbs, and they emerged in the 5th and 6th centuries. The most spectacular
of these private gardens were built in Beijing and in the provinces of Jiangsu and Zhejiang.

Private Gardens includes 148 color photographs, 21 illustrations and figures, 3 charts, and 2 maps,
immersing the reader in the gardens of ancient China. Cheng Liyao explores the techniques of landscape
architecture, including building rock gardens, placing stones and trees in harmony, and treating water
surfaces. Private Gardens details the artistry of these man-made gardens, their layout and design, and
explores how landscapes were created and how water was manipulated into forming streams and lakes. This
book includes many of the famous gardens existing in China today, illustrating details of their construction,
building form, and style. Winding walkways, ornamental windows, and masterfully planned scenery all serve
to acquaint the reader with the splendour of the private gardens in China.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Wilson:

The book Private Gardens: Personal Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make studying a book Private Gardens: Personal Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese
Architecture) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book Private
Gardens: Personal Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Fong:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Private Gardens: Personal Gardens of
Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Susan Woods:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Private
Gardens: Personal Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Private Gardens: Personal
Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese Architecture)is one of several books this everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Gonzalez:

The particular book Private Gardens: Personal Gardens of Ancient China (Library of Ancient Chinese
Architecture) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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