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John Weinzweig (1913–2006) was the pre-eminent Canadian composer of his generation. Influenced by
European modernists such as Stravinsky, Berg, and Webern, he was the first Canadian composer to employ
serialism, thereby bringing a spirit of innovation to mid-twentieth-century Canadian music. A forceful
advocate for modern Canadian composition, Weinzweig played a key role in the founding of the Canadian
League of Composers and the Canadian Music Centre during a buoyant and expansive period for the arts in
Canada. He was an influential force as a teacher of composition, first with the Royal Conservatory of Music
and later with the University of Toronto’s music faculty.

This first comprehensive study of Weinzweig since his death consists of new essays by composers, theorists,
and musicologists. It deals with biographical aspects (the social context of early-twentieth-century Toronto,
his activism, his teaching, his early scores for CBC Radio dramas), analyzes his compositional processes and
his output (his approach to serialism, his instrumental practice, the presence of jazz elements, the vocal
works, the divertimenti), and examines various evaluations of his music (his own – in letters, interviews,
talks, and writings – plus those of critics and scholars, of listeners, and of performers). The essays are framed
by the co-editors’ portrait/assessment of Weinzweig and a brief personal memoir. Much of the content draws
on new research in the extensive Weinzweig Fonds at Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa.

Included at the end of the book are a [http://www.wlupress.wlu.ca/General/beckwith-cherney-list-of-works-
discography.pdf List of Works by John Weinzweig by Kathleen McMorrow and a Discography by David
Olds] both available here as pdfs.

Supplementing the volume is an audio CD of extracts (some in their first public release), ranging from a
1937 student work to a song cycle of 1994. Read the [http://www.wlupress.wlu.ca/General/beckwith-
cherney-cd-notes.pdf Notes and Texts for the CD.]
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Weinzweig: Essays on His Life
and Music, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Harry Branham:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Weinzweig: Essays on His Life and Music will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

Kenneth Hoy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
Weinzweig: Essays on His Life and Music.

Katrice Fredericksen:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Weinzweig: Essays on His
Life and Music to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide Weinzweig: Essays on His Life and Music can to be your new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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